Effect of naltrexone on ethanol-provoked flushing in Oriental and white subjects.
The effect of naltrexone vs. placebo on alcohol-provoked flushing was studied in 20 healthy subjects of Oriental ancestry and 20 healthy white subjects. The intensity of the flushing reactions was assessed by two independent methods, the cutaneous perfusion index by laser Doppler velocimetry and the change in malar thermal circulation index by telethermometry. No effect of naltrexone on alcohol-provoked flushing was detected with either method in either racial group. The incidence of abdominal discomfort and nausea associated with naltrexone treatment was much greater among Orientals than whites.